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The 2025 Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  Gardens  are  

an  opportunity  to  show case  your  new and 

upcoming var iet ies  to  an  ev er- increas ing 

number  of  industry  exper  ts  and decis ion-

makers.  

The Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  Gardens  –  located 

in  the  middle  of  everywhere  –  are  our  

pr imary  means  to  conduct  row,  hanging 

basket,  and large contai  ner  p lant  t r  ia ls .  

Last  year  ,   the  Gardens  d isplayed in  excess  

of  3 ,200 unique var iet ies  and attracted 

more than 1 ,400 hort iculture  profess ionals  

f rom around the wor  ld .  In  addit ion to  ons i te  

attendance,  our  t r  ia l  website  –   

http: / /tr i  algardens.raker.com  –  rout inely  

has  5  ,000+ v is i tors  each year.

Open from July  16  -  September  1 ,  the  Raker-

Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  Gardens’  season starts  

immediately  after  Cul  t i  vate '25  and 

cont inues  throughout  the  summer.  

Each Monday thr ough Fr iday,  Raker -

Roberta ’s  provides  refreshments,  restroom 

faci l i t ies ,  and a  covered meet ing area  

(w /  wif i  network)  capable  of  host ing 

200+ people.  Contact  us  to  d iscuss  the  
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opportun  i t  ies  avai lable.

Summer 2025  marks  the  twen ty -s ec on d  y ear  

Raker-Roberta ’  s  wi l l  part  ic  ipate  in  the  

Mich  igan Garden P  lant  Tour.  The  Tour  is  

a  two-week event  (  Jul  y 28– Augus  t  8  )  

that  del i ver  s  wel l  over  1  ,000 hort  ic  ul  ture  

profes s  ion als  to  th e  Raker-Rober  ta ’s  Tr ia l  

Garden s  .

Th  i s  2025  Raker-Roberta ’  s  Tr i  al  Garden s  

P ros pec  tus  out  l in  es  s pon s or  s h  ip  

opportun  i t  ies  avai lable  for  y our  c om pan y 

to  demon s  t  r ate  y our  produc  t  s  ’  features  an d 

ben ef it  s  .

In  the  hor  t  i  n dus  t  r  y  ,  a  ty  pic al  t  r  ades how 

c os  t  per  lead is  $1 50 –  in ves  t  $150 to  at  ta in  

1  l  ead,  $450 to  at  ta i  n 3  leads  ,  et  c  .  

A  $1 00 i  n ves  tmen t  at  the  Raker-Roberta ’s  

Tr ia l  Garden s  provides  y our  produc  t  at  leas  t  

2 ,000 v iews dur in g th e s eas on  .  

Spon s ors h  ip  opportun  i  t  i  es  are  avai lable  

on a  “  f i rs  t  c ome,  f i r  s  t  s er  ve”  bas  i s  .  Raker-

Roberta ’s  wi l l  make every  effort  to  

ac c ommodate in  te  res  ted s pon s ors  ,  but  

s pac e is  l imi  ted.  B as ed on pr evious  y ear  s  ,  i t  

i s  advis  able  to  r  es erve  y our  s pac e as  s oon as  

pos s  ib le.
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T H E  C O N N E C T I O N

R E A L  P E O P L E

Since 2009,  over  25 ,000 hort icultur ists  

have v is i ted the Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr  ia l  

G ardens  –  Even with  the  pandemi  c  in  2021 ,  

more than 1,300  indiv  iduals  v is i ted  the  

gardens !  

Each  year  ,  the  a im of  Raker-Roberta ’s  is  to  

br ing these indiv iduals  together  for  our  b ig  

summer event:  The 2025  Connect ion.

The Connect ion became popular  as  both 

start ing and ending points  for  the  Michigan 

Garden Plant  Tour.  

Our  grass  roots  ev ent  grows fr om the roots  

of  the  hor  t iculture  industry.  The intent  is  

to  

create  a  forum among our  industry  ’s  base  

product  –  p l  ants.  P lants  connect  us.

The Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  Gardens  are  an  

excel lent  sett ing to  engage with  hort i  culture  

profess ionals .  The  Gardens  offer  a  r ich  venue 

of  over  n i  ne acres  of  t r  ia ls ,  sponsor  ed 

showcase  beds,  and beaut i fu l ly  landscaped 

grounds.  The 2025  Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr i  al  

Gardens  wi l l  contain  ov er  3 ,200  unique plant  

var iet ies  and more than 108,000 indiv idual  

p lants.

I f  your  company wants  to  connect  wi th  

Breeders,  Brokers,  Growers,  Retai lers ,  

F in ish  Wholesaler  s,  IGC Owners,  Young Plant  

Producers,  and Home Gardeners  –  the  2025 

Connect i on i  s  the  p lace  to  be.  

This  p rospectus  offers  s i  x  sponsor ship  types:  

Food,  Beverage,  Booths,  Music ,  Serv ices,  and 

General  Sponsorship.  

Jo in  us  July  31 ,  2025 ,  to  celebrate  

the independent  spir i t  of  the  

Hort icul  ture Industry.

Contact  Emi ly  Wi  ldt ,  Raker-Rober  ta ’s  Garden  

Event  Coor dinator ,  

(EmilyWildt@raker.  com) to  learn  about  the  

2025  Connect ion and how your  company can 

part ic ipate.

R E A L  P L A N T S

R E A L  C A S U A L

I f  i t  rains,  we’ve  got  you covered!

2025



The Raker-Roberta's  Tr ia l  Gardens  are  

the  perfect  venue to  inter act  with  your  

customers,  suppl iers ,  industry  contacts ,  and 

guests .  Over  the  ye  ars,  Raker-Roberta ’s  has  

worked with  var ious  associat i ons,  

brokerages,  and suppl iers  to  host  a  var  iety  

of  events.  We wi l l  work  with  you in  2025  to  

make your  company ev ent  a  success.

In  addit ion to  the  br  eath-taking v iew of  

over  3 ,200 unique plant  var iet ies  in  mult ip le  

forms and sett ings,  the  Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr  ia l  

Gardens  are  outf i tted with  a i r  condit ioned 

r estrooms,  wi-f i  network,  ample  par king,  

and a  2,400 ft 2 covered area  capable  of  

seat ing wel l  over  200 people.
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E V E N T S

Our  team wi l l  ass ist  you with  a l l  aspects  of  

your  Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  Gardens’  Event.  

Ass i st ing with  catered meals ,  suggest ing 

overnight  accommodations,  cater ing meals ,  

and providing dedicated meet ing areas,  

especia l ly  for  your  event  are  examples  of  

va lue-added serv ices  our  team wi l l  provide.

Raker-Roberta ’s  v iews our  Events  as  

partnership  opportunit ies .  We are  

cont inuousl  y l ooking for  ways  to  increase  

our  attendance,  so  a  port ion of  the  costs  

associated with  a  Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  

Gardens’  Event  may be shared between your  

company and Raker-Roberta ’s .  

P lease  contact  Emily  Wi ldt

(EmilyWildt@raker.com) to  d iscuss  Event  

sponsor ships.



S P O N S O R  R O W S
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A pr imary  focus  of  the  Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  

Gardens,  Sponsor  Rows are  located in  the  

10  beds  immediately  w est  and south of  the  

pr imary  meet ing area.  A  perfect  opportuni ty  

t o  d isplay  your  genet ics  in  a  t rue,  s i  de-by-

s ide  evaluat ion.

There  are  300 Sponsor  Rows avai lable,  

each measur ing 15  feet .  You may sponsor  

indiv idual  rows or  ent i r e  beds  (30  rows /bed ) .  

Raker-Roberta ’s  evaluates  and photographs  

Sponsor  Row content  as  part  of  our  

weekly  data  col lect i  on in it iat i ve.  This  

information is  immediately  d isplayed on 

t he Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  Gardens’  website  

(http: / /tr ia lgardens.raker.com).

We use a 1-5  scale  for  the  performace of  the  

p lants.  

1=poor,  2=below average,  3=average,  

4=good,  5=excel lent  

Points  we take into  considerat ion when 

scor i ng are,  how are  the  plants  holding up to  

t he  weather?  Do they look healthy  in  regard 

t o  nutr i t ion/disease pr essure?  How does  the  

var iety  look compared to  others?   For  the  

stand alone entr ies  that  don’t  have anything 

t o  compare them to  the  rat ing is  based sole ly  

among that  entry ’s  performance.  For  

something like  Petunias  the rat ing is  based on 

how it  is  performing with  the other  

submiss ions  of  petunias.  

You supply  the  inputs  (seed,  unrooted 

or  rooted cutt ing ,  etc . )  and appl icable  car  e 

information.  Our  team provides  

pr opagat ion,  p lant ing,  and maintenance 

t hroughout  the  tr ia l  season.  

$125 per sponsor row

Each Sponsor  Row is  labeled with  your  

company name and the p lant ’s  genus,  

species,  and cul t ivar  on a  large,  

waterproof  label .  I f  appl icable,  the  

or ig inator  information i s  inc luded.

Sponsor  Rows may be located in  e i ther  fu l l  

sun or  shade and are  p lanted in  ra ised 

rows cover ed with  b lack  p last ic  and 

mulch.  Sponsor  Rows receive  water  /  

nutr ients  r egular ly  v ia  in-ground i r r igat ion 

tape.

Please  contact  Krist i  Chal lender  

(kr ist ichal lender@raker.com) to  reserv e  

Sponsor  Rows.
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Strategical ly  l  ocated at  the  Raker-Rober ta ’s  

Tr ia l  Gardens’  entrance,   the  Lar ge Container  

Gal lery  is  an  impr ess i ve  space to  feature  

your  new genet ics .   Cur rent ly,  we offer  265 

large containers  avai lable  to  exhibi  t  these  

var iet ies .  

This  i mmense area  is  quickly  gai  ning 

dist inct ion as  the  Midwestern  a l  ternat ive  

to  the  Cal i fornia  Pack Tr ia ls .  The 20- inch 

contai ners  are  arranged on a  ser  ies  of  t iers ,  

d isplaying your  genet ics  prominent ly.

Raker-Roberta ’s  evaluates  and photographs  

Large Contai ner  content  as  par  t  of  our  

weekly  data  col lect i  on in it iat i  ve.  This  

information is  immediately  d isplayed on 

the Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  Gardens’  website  

(http: / /tr i  algardens.raker.com).

You supply  the  inputs  (seed,  unrooted 

or  rooted cutt ing ,  etc . )  and appl icable  car  e 

information.  Our  team provides  propagat ion,  

p lant ing,  and maintenance thr oughout  the  

tr i  al  season.  

$100 per large container

$125 P E R  Mixed Container
( n o t  i n c l u d i n g  t r i p l e  s t u c k  l i n e r s  
l i k e  t r i x i  o r  k w i k  K o m b o s )

Each Large Container  is  labeled with  your  

company name and the p lant ’s  genus,  

species,  and cul  t i  var  on a  large,  waterproof  

label .  I f  appl icable,  the  or ig inator  

information is  inc luded.

This  Large Container  Gal lery  offers  265 

contai  ners  located i  n fu l l  sun and up to  90 

contai ners  l  ocated in  shade.  Each container  

receives  water  /  nutr i  ents  v  ia  i r r igat ion dr ip  

tube.

Please  contact  K  r ist i  Chal lender

(kr ist ichal lender@raker.com) to  reserv e  

your  Large Containers .

L A R G E C O N T A I N E R S
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Also posi t i oned at  the  entrance  to  the  

Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  Gardens,   the  Hanging 

Basket  d isplays  ar  e hot  spots  for  hort iculture  

v is i tors .   

This  ar ea  is  a  splendid  showcase to  feature  

p lant ings  of  new,  t r a i l ing  p lant  genet ics .  

The  14- inch Hanging Baskets  ar e  posi t ioned 

approximately  60  inches  f rom the ground 

and a l low tra i l ing  p lants  to  achieve their  fu l l  

genet ic  potent ia l .  

You supply  the  inputs  (seed,  unrooted 

or  roote d cutt ing ,  etc . )  and appl icable  car  e 

information.  Our  team provides  propagat ion,  

p lant ing,  and maintenance thr oughout  the  

t r ia l  season.  

Raker-Roberta ’s  evaluates  and photographs  

Hanging Basket  content  as  part  of  our  weekly  

data  col lect ion in i t iat ive.  This  i nformation 

is  immediately  d isplayed on the 

$100 per hanging basket

$125 per  Mixed HB ( n o t  

i n c l u d i n g  t r i p l e  s t u c k  l i n e r s  l i k e  t r i x i  

o r  k w i k  K o m b o s )

Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr i  al  Gardens’  website  
(http: / / tr ia lgardens.raker.com).

Each Hangi ng Basket  is  labeled with  your  

company name and the p lant ’s  genus,  species,  

and cult ivar  on a  l  arge,  waterproof  label .  

I f  appl icable,  the  or ig inator  information is  

inc luded.

The Hanging Basket  area  is  located in  fu l l  sun 

and receives  water  /  nutr ients  v ia  i r r igat ion 

dr ip  tubes.

Please  contact  K rist i  Chal lender 

(kr ist ichal lender@  raker.com) to  r eserve  yo ur  

Hanging Baskets.

H A N G I N G  B A S K E T S



S P O N S O R  B E D S

Located on the per imeter  of  the  Raker-

Robe rta ’s  Tr ia l  Gardens,  Sponsor  Beds  

offer  the  the best  opportunity  to  showcase  

p lant  product  i n  a  wide var iety  of  d isplays.  

Ther e  are  12  Sponsor  Beds  av ai lable.  

Each is  e levated about  2 ’  and measures  

approximately  25 ’  x  30 ’  (750   f t 2 of  growing 

space) .  

Design is  your  choice.  Our  team wi l l  work  

c losely  with  you to  make your  v is ion become 

a  real i ty  -  des igns  hav e inc luded f lorascapes,  

row tr ia ls ,  or  sets  of  large containers  ( l imit  

20  per  bed) .  Sponsors  may e ither  submit  a  

des ign or  work  with  our  landscape designer  

to  cr eate  one based on your  p lant  l i st .  P l ease  

use  the  current  “Sponsor  Bed Layout”  form 

inc luded with  th i s  Prospectus  to  submit  your  

des ign.

Raker-Roberta ’s  wi l l  photograph Sponsor  Bed 

content  throughout  the  summer.  In  addi t ion 

to  the design,  you supply  the  inputs  (seed,  

unr ooted or  rooted cutt ing ,  etc . ) ,  appl icable  

car e  information,  and concept  explanat ion.  

Hardscape and accent  i tems are  welcome,  

but  Raker-Roberta ’s  reserves  the r ight  to  use  

or  not  use  these  i tems.  Our  team provides  

propagat ion,  p lant ing,  and maintenance 

throughout  the  tr ia l  season.  

P lants  withi n  each Sponsor  Bed ar e  labeled 

with  your  company name and the  p lant ’  s  

genus,  species,  and cu  l  t ivar  on a  large,  

waterproof  label .  I f  appl icable,  the  

or ig inator  information i  s  inc luded.

Sponsor  Beds  ar e  located in  fu l l  sun and 

receive  water  /  nutr ients  regular ly  v ia  above 

ground spr inklers  or  hand i r r i  gat ion.

Please  contact  Krist i  Chal lender  

(kr ist ichal lender@raker.com) to  reserv e your  

Sponsor  Bed.

$2,500  per sponsor bed

 +  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0  i f  R 2  d e s i g n s  b e d
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H A R D  G O O D S
In  addit ion to  p lant-re lated sponsors,  the  

Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  Gardens  is  cont inuously  

seeking addit ional  contr ibutors  for  var ious  

mater ia ls .

The Hard Goods Sponsorship  is  a  fa i r ly  large 

category  encompassing a l l  non-plant  i tems.  

For  example,  the  RRTG uses  265+ pots  for  

the  Large  Container  Tr ia ls .  Over  the past  few 

years,  these 20- inch containers  have been 

c lay,  p last ic ,  and f iber.  In  addit ion to  large 

containers ,  we use  over  400 hanging baskets  

each year.  Let  us  know your  ideas!

Over  the  year s,  we have added fountains,  

sculptures,  and garden structures  to  var ious  

areas  of  the  Gardens.  The Hydrat ion Stat ion 

is  an  area  donated by  Rough Brothers,   Inc.  

that  is  a  popular  dest inat ion within  the  

Gardens  and has  stood the te  st  of  t ime.

In  addit ion to  gar den-related i tems,  the  

Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  Gardens  constant ly  

needs  off ice  and outdoor  event  gear.

Off ice  gear  could  inc lude pens,  penci ls ,  

notebooks,  fo lder s ,  or  addit ional  i tems 

usual ly  d istr ibuted at  t rade shows .  

Outdoor  event  gear  may inc lude hats,  su n 

v isors ,  umbrel las ,  sun lot ion,  or  any i tem s 

re lat ing to  sun shade or  cover.

The minimum for  off ice  or  outdoor  event  

gear  is  100 i tems.  The maximum is  up  to  you.

Please  keep in  mind the Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  

Gardens  is  seeking qual i ty  mater ia ls .  

P lease  contact  Emily  Wi ldt 

(EmilyWildt@raker.com) to  d iscuss  Har d 

Good sponsorships  before  purchasing or  

sending i tems.
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	 G E N E R A L 
S P O N S O R S H I P S

I f  you are  looking for  a  

sponsor ship  opportunity  and 

none of  the  presented 

opt i  ons f i t ,  the  Raker-Roberta ’s  

Tr ia l  Gardens  accepts  monetary  

sponsor ships.

Al l  sponsor  s  contr i  buting 

money to  the  Raker-Roberta ’s  

Tr ia l  Gardens  wi l l  be  

appropr iately  recognized in  a l l  

market ing and communicat ion 

mater ia ls .

Please  contact  Emily  Wi ldt

(EmilyWildt@raker.com) 

regarding General  Sponsorships  

for  both the  2024  Raker  -

Roberta ’s  Tr i  al  Gardens  and the 

Connect ion.
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Conf ident ia l  areas  dedicated to  tr ia l ing  new 

and/or  exper imental  genet ics  are  offered in 

several  areas  sec luded and isolated f rom the 

main  Raker-Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  G ardens’  area.

Pr ivate  /  C losed Tr ia ls  are  avai lable  for  a 

number  of  uses:  evaluat ion of  unreleased 

genet ics ,  comparison of  commercia l  vs . 

noncommercia l  genet ics ,  appl icat ion of 

chemicals  or  techn iques.  Raker-Roberta ’s  wi l l 

w ork  with  you to  determine the cr i ter ia  for  a 

va l id  t r ia l .

Access  to  Pr ivate  /  C losed Tr ia ls  i s  l imited 

to  the  v is i tor  l i st  you provide.  We require  a l l 

v is i tors  to  register  upon arr iva l  at  the  Raker-

Roberta ’s  Tr ia l  Gardens.

You supply  the  inputs,  appl icable  care  

information,  and concept  explanat i on.  Our  

team provides  propagat ion,  p lant ing,  and 

maintenance throughout  the tr ia l  season.  

Also,  we offer  addit ional  serv ices,  such 

as  data  and image col lect ion,  to  suit  your  

requirements.  P lant  label l ing  is  a lso  based 

on your  cr i ter ia .

Areas  may be reserved for  s ingle  or  mult ip le  

years .  Tr ia ls  may be conducted in  rows,  

hanging baskets,  or  large containers  in  fu l l  

sun or  shade.

Space is  l imited.  P lease  contact    

Krist i  Chal l ender 

(kr ist ichal lender@raker.com) to  d iscuss  

avai lable  opportunit ies .

P R I V A T E / C L O S E D 
T R I A L S
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T H A N K  Y O U
2 0 2 4  R R T G  
S P O N S O R S

All America 
Selections Ball 
Floraplant Benary
Blackmore Company 
Beekenkamp
Bull Plant Genetics 
Cerny Seed
Corteva Agriscience 
Danziger
Darwin Perennials 
Dummen Orange 
Express ForemostCo 
Greenfuse Botanicals 
Griffin
Hem Genetics 
HilverdaFlorist 

InFlora Cut Flowers 
Jack's Fertilizers
Kieft Seed
Kientzler North 
America Mains 
Importing 
Pan American Seed 
Prudac
Pureline Seeds 
Roberta's Gardens 
Sakata
Selecta
SunGro Horticulture 
Suntory
Syngenta Flowers Takii
Vandenberg Hort 
Westhoff






